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Nigeria-Russia Sign pact on Geoscience Cooperation

T

he Minister of Mines
and Steel Development,
Arc. Olamilekan
Adegbite, has signed a
M e m o r a n d u m o f
Understanding with the
M i n i s t r y o f Tr a d e a n d
Investment of the Russian
Federation in Sochi, Russia.
The MoU which is for
scientific and technical
cooperation in the field of
geosciences between Nigeria
and Russia was signed during
the Russia-Africa summit.
President Muhammadu Buhari
was the head of the Nigerian
delegation to the summit.
Cont’d on Pg. 4

World Bank
Chief visits
Ladi Kwali
Pottery Centre
MMSD to
Upgrade National
Geoscience Research
Laboratories

FG eyes quick win in
Nigeria, South Africa
partnership

Minister of Mines and Steel Development of Nigeria, Arc. Olamilekan Adegbite
and the CEO, Chairman of Management Board of Russian State Geological Holding (ROSGEO),
Mr. Sergey Gorkov during the Signing of MOU for Scientific and Technical Cooperation in the Field of
Geoscience, in Sochi, Russia On Thursday, 24th October, 2019 .
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Ajaokuta Steel Industry-Hope at last

T

he Ajaokuta steel
company, located in
Kogi State, Nigeria,
has since its inception stood
as the symbol of hope and
industrial revolution in the
country. This is so, because,
globally, the steel industry is
known as the backbone and
bedrock of industrial
revolution.
Ironically, the gigantic,
multi-billion-naira company
has been an unfulfilled
dream, as it has remained
uncompleted.
However, a ray of hope
for the eventual completion

and operation of the
promising industry was
ignited, during the recent
visit by President
Muhammadu Buhari to
Russia, for the Russia-Africa
Summit.
The Nigerian
government during the
summit, struck a major deal
with Russia on the
completion of the steel
company. This deal was part
of the agreements reached
during a meeting with
President Muhammadu
Buhari and the Russian

president, Vladimir Putin, in
Sochi, Russia, on
Wednesday, 23rd October
2019.
The contract for detailed
geological studies of Nigeria
for local steel production
was awarded to Messrs TPE
of Soviet Union (Russia) in
1970. The National Steel
Development Authority
(NSDA) was formed in 1971
and charged with the
responsibility for raw
material exploration,
Mining, Steel Plant design
etc.
Cont’d on Pg. 3
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Amanda-Lumun Feese

Developing Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining Sector through Partnerships

L

processing, and refining companies to support the ASM
operators to mine responsibly as companies sourcing
these minerals from the traders and refineries are
expected to ensure that their supply chains are clean and
transparent. Companies cannot do this alone but must
also partner and cooperate with stakeholders and
governments.
There are several ways that companies can invest in
the ASM sector. For instance, they can assign their
geologists to assist ASM operators to identify ore bodies,
prove deposits, and optimise their mine designs as well as
improve their productivity and environmental practices.
They can sponsor the miners to develop mining skills at
institutions that have programs for the ASM sector. They
can give access to ASM operators to work on their
marginal fields or even their tailings and waste dumps.
They can also facilitate their access to health and
educational services and even finance. There are also
opportunities for them to design plans that would provide
opportunities for the miners to build their skills in
alternative livelihoods. They can even enter into
purchase agreements with ASM cooperatives and pay
fair market-prices for their products.
The MMSD is committed to the formalisation and
sustainable growth of ASM operators and intends to
leverage on stakeholders to meet its developmental
objective for the ASM sector through the following
MinDiver financed activities:
1. ASM formalisation and establishment of a
remote sensing centre at the MMSD: The BeakSofreco consortium has been engaged for this
activity.
2. Development of a mining financing and business
climate in Nigeria: This activity has not yet commenced
but it has been conceptualised to help artisanal miners to
scale their operations and advance into small scale
mining and so on. A feasibility study and financing model
incorporating the stakeholder partnership model will be
developed under this activity. It will serve as a guide for
mining companies, trading companies, impact investors,
NGOs, development partners, state governments to use
in developing the economic opportunities of ASM
operators in Nigeria.
The ASM sector is too large, complex, and costly for
the government to develop on its own. Partnerships with
other stakeholders is crucial for ensuring that the sector
contributes to sustainable livelihoods in Nigeria's mining
communities.

egislation to integrate Artisanal and Small-Scale
Mining (ASM) into the formal economy has been
adopted by several countries as the means of
developing the ASM sector and making it legal, orderly,
and viable. Formation of the ASM operators into
cooperatives helps to increase their access to extension
services to attain sustainable livelihoods and reduce their
marginalisation in the economy. Access to extension
services helps them to build natural, financial, physical,
and human capital through exploitation of ore bodies;
funding; equipment and technology; training,
information respectively. They also gain access to formal
markets where they get a fair price and provide a means
for the government to earn revenue from their activities.
Formalisation also gives them and their families access to
health and education services and social security.
However, formalisation is simply too large,
complex, and costly for the government to embark on
alone since it usually lack of funds, capacity, and ability
to enforce and monitor the process. A broader network of
stakeholders need to get involved to augment the
government's efforts. This include Non-governmental
organisations (NGOs), foundations, local and state
governments, host communities, private companies,
development agencies, and impact investors etc.
However, most of these stakeholders concentrate their
efforts on agriculture even though most ASM operators
alternate between mining and agriculture, which is a
missed opportunity. Extension services provided to
farmers by NGOs and development agencies etc can
equally be provided to ASM operators but with a broader
focus on mining, agriculture and other sustainable
livelihood opportunities. The background, expertise, and
experience of these stakeholders in agriculture provides
an excellent opportunity to shrink the ASM sector and
increase its viability, because ASM activities are not
sustainable. This way, small miners can be drawn away
from the mining sector into more sustainable alternative
livelihoods.
Equally, mid-tier and larger private mining, mineral
trading, processing and refining companies have a role to
play in developing the ASM sector because of their
advanced technical, safety, environmental, and market
expertise. Private sector involvement through corporate
social responsibility investments can play an important
role in facilitating the co-existence of ASM and largescale mining operations so as to prevent conflict between
them over land and resources. It is also useful for trading,
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Hope at Last for Ajaokuta Steel
for automobile industries will
significantly reduce foreign
exchange, reduce unemployment,
increase technology acquisition etc
for ship building and others.
● PETROLEUM SECTOR: ASCL
Engineering Workshops can provide
most of the spares for TAM.
● C O M M U N I C AT I O N :
Communication Towers can be
produced in Ajaokuta to save the
country billions of dollars.
● POWER TRANSMISSION
TOWERS: Transmission towers can
be produced in Ajaokuta.
● C E M E N T / M I N I N G
INDUSTRIES: Spares/Repairs in
Cross section of the Nigerian Delegation to Russia. 4th from left is President Buhari while
cement
industries can be made in
Minister of Mines and Steel Development, Arc. Olamilekan Adegbite is 2nd from right.
Ajaokuta to save foreign currency.
The Detailed Project Report (DPR) of 1977
●
EMPLOYMENT GENERATION: Over 10,000
confirmed suitable Iron Ore deposit within Kabba –
Okene – Lokoja triangle and this informed the location of staff would be required directly in the first phase in
the Steel Plant within a 100km radius of the raw addition to about 500,000 indirect employment
opportunities from the downstream and upstream
materials.
industries
that will naturally come on stream with the
The dissolution of NSDA through National Steel Council
Decree No. 60 of 1979 gave birth to Ajaokuta Steel commissioning of Ajaokuta.
Company Limited among others in the Steel sector.
●
TRAINING: Establishment of a nascent pool of
The contract for the supply and erection of engineering skills at Ajaokuta that will stimulate and
technological equipment and steel structures was sustain engineering manufacturing base for the Nigerian
awarded to Messrs. TPE of Soviet Union (Russia) in economy.
1979. As at 1994, the construction and erection of the
●
UPSTREAM/DOWNSTREAM INDUSTRIES:
Steel Plant has reached over 90% completion with some
The
capacities
of these industries will increase tenfold.
finishing Mills commissioned. The poor funding of the
FOREIGN EXCHANGE SAVER/ EARNER:
sector started thereafter and finally the global contract of ●
Billions of foreign exchange will be saved.
Messrs. TPE was terminated in 1996.
The benefits of the new deal between Nigeria and Russia ●
INPUT FOR SMALL AND MEDIUM SCALE
are enormous since a functional steel sector will INDUSTRIES: With the availability of the products and
stimulate revolutionary economic transformation in by-products of Ajaokuta, more of these industries will
various sectors.
naturally come on stream.
●
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY: Import of ●
MOTOR AND SHIP BUILDING
million tons of rolled steel products and over 5 million
INDUSTRIES: With the availability of flat sheet,
tons of other steel products at the present rate will stop,
structures, spares and other parts, motor and ship building
leading o savings of about $2 billion per annum.
becomes easier.
●
TRANSPORTATION: With rail track
●
AGRO AND CHEMICAL BASED
production in ASCL, imports of rail for railway
expansion and maintenance in billions of naira will be INDUSTRIES: Will have their base increased
saved per annum while availability of flat sheets, spares tremendously etc.
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4 ANNUAL NIGERIA MINING WEEK

VISION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF MINING INDUSTRY IN NIGERIA
trajectory except if it
becomes exceedingly
imperative to take
certain actions that
could fast track the
reforms.
7. T h e F e d e r a l
Government in relaunching the economy
on the path of inclusive
and sustainable growth
came up with The
Economic Recovery
Growth Plan (ERGP)
8. This plan is aimed
at increasing national Arc. Olamilekan Adegbite
p r o d u c t i v i t y a n d Minister of Mines and Steel Development
achieving sustainable diversification of the economy.
Mining has been identified in the ERGP as a promising
sector that could sufficiently contribute to the diversification
of the revenue base, create jobs and broaden the range of
opportunities in the Nigerian Economy. To this end, the
ministry has been working hard to increase the revenue
generated from the sector and its contribution to the national
GDP. The sector is also being primed to be a huge job
creator, broadening the spectrum of economic opportunities
available to Nigerians through the pursuit of strategic
policies.
9.
Under the proposed Mineral Export Guidelines,
there would be no room for royalty payment evasion. All

A ministerial address by Arc. Olamilekan Adegbite,
Honourable Minister, Ministry of Mines and Steel
Development
On behalf of my brother, the Minister of State, the
Permanent Secretary, and the entire Ministry of Mines and
th
Steel Development, I welcome you to this 4 Annual Nigeria
Mining Week.
2. While mining has a significant role to play in the
diversification of the economy, the sector is still classified as
non-performing; despite the host of mineral resources
embedded within the states of the country.
3. In fact the existing documented stock of mineral
resources can kick start a boom in the mining industry.
Unfortunately, Nigeria still attracts low private sector
exploration funding.
4. This situation is unacceptable. To address it, we intend
to partner with a broad spectrum of stakeholders in the
industry to deepen the reforms, fostering a conducive
ecosystem for private sector participation and growth.
5. The President of Nigeria has demonstrated a strong
resolve to diversify the economy. My ministry's policy
thrust is to carry out Mr. President's mandate, creating value
chain in the mining sector that would ultimately benefit the
citizens. We want to assure our prospective investors that all
our reforms shall be steeped in global best practices.
6. The Roadmap for the Growth and Development of the
Nigerian Mining Industry provides us a broad pathway
for the transformation of the industry. The ministry does not
intend to deviate from the laid down implementation

Cont’d on pg. 5
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Nigeria-Russia Sign pact on Geoscience Cooperation
The MOU also has the African Export-Import
Bank as a party.
The MOU expressed the commitment of the
parties involved to conduct activities in the fields of
Geoscience on the basis of equality, reciprocity and
mutual benefit.
The MOU spells out the forms of cooperation
expected which include exchange of scientific and
technical information; exchange of study visits and
scientists; collaboration on research activities; joint
organization of symposia, conferences, workshops and
training programs; and other forms of cooperation as
may be mutually agreed between the parties.
The MOU also spells out areas of cooperation
expected which include, research and development on
basic geology; geological maps compilation and
regional mineralization correlation; other areas include
methodology and technology on geochemical mapping
and remote sensing.

Also included are aero-geophysical survey, geodatabase construction, geo-information sharing,
marine geology, research and monitoring of geohazards.
The minister expressed satisfaction with the
MOU and commended President Buhari's initiative in
developing the nation's mining sector to diversify the
Nigerian economy. He said: “President Buhari has
given us so much to support the development of the
mining sector and it is now bearing fruits.''
Dr. Abdulrazaq Garba, Director-General, NGSA
applauded the leadership of Arc. Adegbite saying, 'the
signing of the MOU adds another dimension to the
successes the ministry is achieving in international
collaborations.''
Present at the signing was Sergey Gorkov CEO
and chairman of Russian State Geological Holding,
ROSGEO, and Gerald Chilhota, representing the
President of African Export-Import Bank.
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mineral exports shall be inspected by Government
appointed independent pre-shipment inspection agents, who
are empowered by law to render quantity and quality control
services and monitor pricing. This control mechanism is in
accordance with the Pre-Shipment Inspection of Exports
Act.
10.
Last year, we inaugurated a project delivery team to
design and implement a strategy for reinvigoration of the
coal industry in Nigeria. This is focused on addressing key
investment constraints and fostering private sector
investments along the coal resource value chain, specifically
into coal to power projects, coal to gas projects, and as a
production input for various industries such as steel, cement
production, alumina production, chemical production,
pharmaceuticals, fertilizers, paper manufacturing, fuels etc.
We are mindful of Nigeria's obligations under the Paris
Climate Agreement and so will be promoting the use of
technologies that are environmentally friendly and cost
efficient for coal mining, which has been adopted in Japan,
China, South Korea and several other countries. This is
based on a cost study for adopting clean coal technologies
financed on our behalf by the African Development Bank.
11.
Our Industrial Minerals Development plan aimed at
bridging the demand gap on industrial minerals used by
local industries is on course.In view of this, we facilitated
the development of an industrial mineral roadmap to
optimize Nigeria's industrial minerals to meet the standards
of the manufacturing, industrial and construction industry so
as to reduce import dependency. The desire to facilitate local
production of these minerals is aimed at conserving foreign
exchange and creating jobs and wealth for the citizenry.
Some of these minerals include calcium carbonate, kaolin,
barite, gypsum, mica etc. The recent demand/gap analysis
data reveal that out of the total value of Nigeria's industrial
minerals imports in 2016, calcium carbonate represented
more than 25%, mica represented 20.3%, gypsum
represented 9.1%, and barite represented 3.6%. Government
intends to encourage the private sector to develop calcium
carbonate for water treatment, dimension stones for the
building industry and barite for the oil and gas sector.
12.
We are also building a strong geosciences base to
enhance our competitiveness as a world class mineral
exploration destination that foreign investors would find
attractive.Nigeria has only been able to attract 0.12% out of
the 5% share of exploration investment flowing into the
West African region. The Integrated Exploration
Programme was then set up to address the issue of scarce
geological data through the NGSA NIMEP project in which
contracts were awarded to internationally acclaimed and
competent exploration companies for the purpose of
exploring priority classified minerals such as gold, lead,
zinc, iron ore, and rare metals among others. Delineated
areas will be partitioned into blocks and transparently
concessioned to financially competent investors.
13.
In the same vein, we have also commenced the
process of retrieving Nigeria's colonial geological data from
United Kingdom by engaging the British Geological Survey

(BGS), to build a national electronic geo-data archiving
management system to be called the Nigerian Geo-data
Center at the Nigerian Geological Survey Agency (NGSA).
This would provide easy access to geo-science data for
prospective investors on potential areas to target for
exploration and mining within and outside Nigeria. The
BGS will also integrate historical geo-data of Nigeria in
NGSA and the National Steel Raw Materials Exploration
Agency (NSRMEA) into the system.
14.
The Mining Cadastre Office (MCO), is working
tirelessly to promote transparency in mineral title
administration. The processes have been streamlined to
enable investors apply online and obtain licenses and leases
within and outside Nigeria.As a ministry; we are also
establishing MCO offices in the six geo-political zones: Jos,
Enugu, Ibadan, Kaduna, Maiduguri and Benin.
15.
In collaboration with the Bank of Industry (BOI),
the ministry established a small-scale mining loan scheme
with the BOI to make funds available to artisanal miners and
other operators in the industry at a concessionary rate of 5%,
with reduced collateral requirements. Unfortunately, the
artisanal miners are having challenges in accessing the fund,
due to their inability to satisfy necessary, but stringent
requirements stipulated by the bank. Based on this situation,
we are developing a unique and favourable template for the
disbursement of the fund. This include equipment-leasing
and Hire-Purchase Loan Facility and Direct Mining Capital
Loan Facility. We are of the belief that the new template
when fully operational would spur enormous growth in the
sector.
16.
We are aware that in other climes revenue from the
extractive industry is significant and a key contributor to
government income. To this end, we have put in place mic
benefits of the artisanal and small-scale mining sector are
lost through inadequate information on production, selling
prices, smuggling, poor mining practices; particularly in
processing and marketing of the minerals.
strategies to curb mining revenue leakages at every
stage.For instance, our artisanal mining operations account
for about 90% of the mining activities but much of the
potential economic benefits of the artisanal and small-scale
mining sector are lost through inadequate information on
production, selling prices, smuggling, poor mining
practices; particularly in processing and marketing of the
minerals.
17.
Our plan in this regard include carrying out a
comprehensive study on royalties and fees derivable from
exploration and extraction of mineral resources in the
country.We intend thereafter to build and develop a robust
and sustainable system to checkmate general underassessment, under-declaration of mineral production and
mineral content, weak enforcement, smuggling, mis-pricing
of imported inputs and mineral exports which encourages
illicit financial outflows, and several vices that hinder
proper revenue generation. Unethical activities of the ASM,
which ultimately leads to under-payment of mining taxes
and revenues, will also be checkmated among other well
thought out plans.
Cont’d on pg.12
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Nigeria Mining Week

Minister of Mines and Steel Development, Arc. Olamilekan Adegbite,
Making a Presentation at the 4th Edition of the Annual Nigeria Mining Week in Abuja

Minister of State for Mines and Steel Development, Dr. Uchechukwu Ogah,
making a remark during the Ministers/Investors Dinner organized by Ernst and
Young Nigeria at Transcorp Hilton Abuja

Hon Minister addressing participants at the summit

Participants at the Nigeria Mining Week

L-R: Technical Adviser, Mineral Sector Support for Economic Diversification Project
(MinDiver) John Eyre; Information Sector Manager, British Geological Survey (BGS)
Dr. Timothy McCormick; Task Team Leader MinDiver Project, Michael Stanley;
Adviser, Mining Policy and Governance, MinDiver Project, Amanda-Lumun Feese;
Managing Director, Beak Consultants, Dr. Andreas Barth, and Project Coordinator,
MinDiver, Linus Adie during MinDiver's Project presentation at the 4th Edition of the
Annual Nigeria Mining Week in Abuja.

L-R: Project Coordinator Mineral Sector Support for Economic Diversification
(MinDiver Project) Mr. Linus Adie; Task team Leader MinDiver, Michael Stanley;
Technical Adviser (MinDiver) Project, John Eyre; Information Sector Manager,
British Geological Survey (BGS) Dr. Timothy McCormick; Managing Director, Beak
Consultants, Dr. Andreas Barth during MinDiver's Project presentation at the
4th Edition of the Annual Nigeria Mining Week in Abuja.
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World Bank Chief visits Ladi Kwali Pottery Centre to
Access Restoration Process

T

he renaissance of the decrepit Ladi Kwali Pottery
Centre in Suleja, Niger State entered its final stage
on Sunday, October 13, with the visit of World
Bank's Group Representative and Head, Energy and
Extractives Unit in Washington DC, Micheal Stanley, to
assess and ascertain the current state of Nigeria's once
boisterous pottery making centre.
Long abandoned, the Ladi Kwali Pottery Centre
represents one of Nigeria's oldest cultural, ceramics and
pottery legacies. But new resolve by the Ministry of Mines
and Steel Development, World Bank and its assisted
Mineral Sector Support for Economic Diversification
Project (MinDiver), gives hope for the rebirth and
restoration of Nigeria's unique pottery identity.
Michael Stanley, who was taken round the remains of a
dilapidated structure that once housed a thriving
internationally acclaimed pottery making
enterprise said the World Bank was
delighted to be part of the restoration of the
project.
He said as a critical component of the preservation of
Nigeria's cultural heritage, a revived centre will add
tremendous socio-economic value for the country and the
world.
“When the centre is restored, we can bring in young
people, train and make artisans of them; and they will go and
replicate same in other parts of the country, teaching people
how to use indigenous mineral materials to make things that
are economically viable, not only to the country, but also the
world," he said.
He described the Bank's intervention as very
important contribution to the economic diversification
agenda of the present government. “This represents the
beginning of revival of an industry that has deep origin
inside Nigeria. We have seen the importance of bringing
together mining traditions and mineral production laced
with cultural attributes that are part of Nigeria's heritage
itself. We have also recognised the need for the revival of the
centre to bring about an economically viable centre of
global repute to create jobs, enhance skills and alleviate
poverty. I think it is a pleasure for us in the world bank.”
Mr. Stanley said a rehabilitated Ladi Kwali Pottery
Centre is of interest to the World Bank because once
completed it will sustain the uniqueness of high branding
quality products associated with the Ladi Kwali brand.
“These are more than products, these are heritage pieces of
artefacts and so gives the validity of reviving something that
was once unique but fell into disrepair. But now, we want to
contribute and bring it back to the state it was. Young people
will be brought in, trained and turned to new artisans that
can go to other parts of the country to replicate and train

World Bank Team being conducted round the dilapidated Ladi Kwali Pottery Center

L-R: Project Coordinator, Mineral Sector Support for Economic Diversification
(MinDiver Project), Mr. Linus Adie; Task Team Leader, MinDiver Project, Michael
Stanley; Master Potter and Project Consultant, Ladi Kwali Pottery Center, Mr. Levi OBem, Sarkin Yaki, Suleja Emirate Council and Chairman Ladi Kwali Pottery Center,
Engr. Mohammed Sani, during the Task Team Leader's visit to the Centre in Suleja.

others. It is going to be a tremendous opportunity to use the
minerals, the indigenous materials of the region and of
Nigeria to transform the pottery industry and make
something of so much value not only to Nigeria but
globally.”
The Consultant and Chief Technical Officer of the
Project Steering Committee, Levi O'Bem, said he considers
it a great honour to be called upon to be part of the ministry
and MinDiver's effort to revive the centre and sector.
The President, Dajo Ceramics International explained that
the visit was to avail Mr. Stanley the opportunity to have
first-hand assessment and see things for himself before final
commencement of work on the project.
“Coming back to revive this place after being dead and
buried for more than 40 years, is the greatest honour given to
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me by MinDiver and the Ministry of Mines and Steel
Development. I am proud to be part of what MinDiver is
doing to revive this sector. So, the World Bank getting
involved in this is a plus to our country because the
participation of the World Bank into the MinDiver programs
is going to change the dynamics of how we do business. So,
from that first visit to now is like the final signature to our
request to the World Bank because we must have met all the
conditionality and for them to ascertain that Michael
Stanley has to come means he is here to give further
conditionality. You must realise that the ceramics sector
holds the key to solving our socio-economic challenges as a
nation. I'm saying this from the position of authority.
Once you develop the ceramics industry in this
country, you're opening up the whole solid minerals sector
of the country’s economy and the multiplicity of jobs you
will create will be fantastic.
He lamented the culture of massive importation of
ceramic wares in spite of the abundance of the materials in
the country. "Virtually all the table ceramic wares you see in
the country are imported. And today, our markets are
inundated with Chinese products, whereas there is no
country more endowed than Nigeria as far as the industry is
concerned. In 2015 alone, Nigeria spent more than $600
million on importation of ceramic wares into the country.
We can change the narrative now," he noted.

World Bank Team at the Palace of the Emir of Suleja.

Ladi Kwali pottery Centre was established in 1951 by a
famous British studio potter, Michael Cardew, who was
employed by the Nigerian government as a pottery officer in
the Department of Commerce and Industry. It remains the
cradle of modern pottery (earthenware making) in Nigeria,
which made the ancient Abuja (Now Suleja) renowned for
the outstanding pottery products it churned out through
traditional methodology spiced up with Western Pottery.
techniques.

Mining Sector Can Transform Nigeria's Economy – World Bank

W

orld Bank Operations Officer in
we are here supporting the government and
charge of Oil, Gas and Mining,
the sector to grow.”
Energy and Extractives, Noora
The Washington DC based Co-team leader
Arfaa, who visited Nigeria has revealed why
of the MinDiver project also revealed that in
the Bank is interested in the development of
supporting the government of Nigeria and
the mining sector.
the Ministry of Mines and Steel
She said the World Bank through the
Development in achieving its set goals based
MinDiver Project is supporting the Ministry
on its vast mineral potentials, international
of Mines and Steel Development in order to
best practices and transparency must be
help it realise its goal of developing the
adhered to.
mines and steel sector into a globally
She said so far, the impact of the Bank and
competitive sector with the capability of
MinDiver is being felt in all the relevant
contributing to wealth creation, jobs Noora Arfaa, Co-Team Leader agencies and sectors within the ministry to
creation, advancement of social and human security.
make the sector attractive for investors.
Arfaa explained that to achieve this goal, the sector will
“One of the impact of the project is to release support to
be supported to focus on its mining assets to drive domestic the government and the ministry and all it’s relevant
industrialisation and migrate to winning in global markets agencies on their role in supporting the mining sector and
through a value chain-based growth plan.
ensure that there is transparency in governance according to
She hinted that although Nigeria has no world class international best practices so as to attract more investors
mines, there are potentials “the Bank really sees a potential and ensure widespread impact.
that the mining sector can be the catalyst that can be used to
According to her, the visit has been a satisfying
transform the Nigerian economy.
experience based on what MinDiver is doing. “I'm always
“I think one of the reasons why we are here and remain excited visiting Nigeria and meeting with the people that
committed is because we really see the potential of how the work here. I see that there are a lot of excitement around
mining sector can transform the Nigerian economy because what MinDiver is doing and the fact that the government has
there is mineral potential in the country but then has to be picked interest in the mining sector. So, for me it is always a
exploited in a way that it will be sustainable. So, that's why satisfying experience.”
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Nigeria Has No Business Importing Ceramics
Master Potter, Levi O'Bem says in an interview on Ladi Kwali Pottery Center

M

r. Kpota Levi O'Bem
Yakubu MON, is a
F e l l o w, S o c i e t y o f
Nigeria Artist and President of Dajo
Pottery. The 1979 graduate of
Ahmadu Bello University, who
specialised in ceramics is one of
Nigeria's foremost potters. O'Bem
is a second-generation potter of the
Ladi Kwali pottery heritage. In this
interview, he speaks on the impact
of the pottery and ceramics industry
revealing that Nigeria has no
business importing ceramic
products since it has the raw
materials in abundance.

I did very well, I came top in my
class with 89 percent and ended up
with ceramics rather than
specialising in other highly rated
programmes.

Life after graduation
On graduation, I came back to
Benue State and was made the Head
of Ceramics Section and opened the
Ceramic Department in Benue State
Polytechnic. It was then College of
Science and Technology. In 1984,
when the Buhari government took
over power from Shagari
administration and banned the
importation of table waste ceramics
into the country, I saw that the whole
How did you get into pottery and
of northern Nigeria had just the
ceramics?
Mr. Kpota Levi O'Bem Yakubu, President, Dajo Pottery
Abuja
Pottery Center which was
I am from a generation of potters.
producing
table
waste
ceramics,
in the west there was the
Growing up and watching my mother do her trade as a
Richway
Pottery
in
Illupeju,
Lagos
and in the east it was
housewife I took delight in using the same medium in
Modern
Ceramics
Umuahia
and
the
Product Research
expressing my innermost feeling and at the same time
copying what my mum was known for. As a kid, I would Institute in Enugu. So, I reasoned that if the importation of
mold human forms, animal forms, figurines and make my table waste ceramics is banned who was going to supply
toys. The missionaries who came to my village from the the huge demand gap that was created with that policy
United States still have some of those toys that I made pronouncement. That was when I took it as a professional
from clay even today. So, I grew up with that tendency. challenge and decided to resign to start Dajo Pottery. For
After my secondary education, I was offered a scholarship this effort, the country has honoured me with a national
to study Arts at the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. When award, National Raw Material Content Award, National
I went to ABU in 1975, I was exposed to all the schools of Productivity Order of Merit Award and I have won at the
arts in the fine art department. We had graphics, textiles, African continental level six trophies for the best
painting, sculptures and ceramics with glass technology. continental product design award in ceramics, and at the
The norm for the university at that time and unfortunately international level in China, I have also won six
till today was that the best student will specialise in international ceramics excellence awards. But in all these,
graphics, the second-best will go to sculpture, the third there's no honour higher than to be called upon as the
goes to painting, while the fourth goes into textiles and the technical consultant to the revitalization or rehabilitation
let my people go are pushed into ceramics. That has of the Ladi Kwali Pottery Centre.
affected the sector in the country and it is the genesis of
our problems in the ceramics industry. And because ABU How did you come in contact with Ladi Kwali?
started this programme all other universities took their Before I graduated from ABU, the school organised an
bearing from ABU by copying the program. There was a internship programme for graduating students to the Ladi
professor from United States called Prof Gajir who came Kwali Pottery Centre to leverage on the prowess of the
into the ceramics department and watched very keenly legendary Ladi Kwali. The place used to be called the
how I displayed some skills and artistry on the potter's Abuja Pottery Centre because Suleja was then in Abuja.
wheel and decided that I should specialize in ceramics. So we came and that was how I had the privilege of
Unknown to him, ceramics was the course for the less meeting Ladi Kwali. We even went to her village in Kwali,
now Kwali Area Council in Abuja after we had visited the
skilled as structured by the department.

9

MinDiver

October, 2019

INTERVIEW

pottery centre. I did my dissertation on her works and that
of Hajiya Lami Toto. Ladi Kwali was a fantastic potter
and very versatile, highly passionate with the work and
she exerted a lot of influence on the rest of the staff of the
centre and I see her as a source of great inspiration.
You took World Bank's team round the Ladi Kwali
Pottery Centre. Can you tell us what is expected to
come out of the Centre?
All the raw materials that we require to make pottery as
other civilised nations are doing are here in Nigeria and
re-opening Ladi Kwali is like waking a giant from
slumber. You know when Ladi Kwali pottery collapsed 40
years ago, the whole industry suffered. Even our tertiary
institutions that offered ceramics suffered because there
was a disconnect from the centre to the axis and so our
country has been inundated with the influx of foreign
ceramics products. It will interest you to know that
Nigeria is ranked 9th out of the19 leading ceramics
countries in the ceramics trade. Sadly, Nigeria is the only
one out of the 19 today that doesn't export one cup of
ceramics, very sad.

sprang up as a result of Ladi Kwali Pottery. Bill Clinton
was very impressed. That village was named after him.
Bill Clinton wouldn't be there if not for the ceramic
pottery industry.
What would you say the new Ladi Kwali needs in
terms of sustainability?
I'm trusting that Ladi Kwali is going to be different
because of the participation of the World Bank. With
MInDiver involved through the ministry, I hope things are
going to be done differently. So, if Ladi Kwali has to
succeed we must do away with primordial sentiments and
let the best come on board and sail us through this storm
and get us to our desirous destination. Once Ladi Kwali is
up and running, we can now address other peripheral
centres. Ladi Kwali has to be helped before others. What
MinDiver has started is really heart-warming as far as I'm
concerned because none of us will last forever.

What is the scope of the project and the expected
impact?
Apart from the commercial angle, there will be a training
line. So, you move from the training to potter assistance in
What monetary value do you think is attached to this the production room and then you graduate as a potter. I
also hope that the graduates that will not get employed in
industry?
The 2015 UNESCO trade statistics has it that Nigeria the centre will be given facilities to start their own outfits
imported $600 million worth of ceramics. Sadly, the so that they can be employers of labour too. We have no
construction industry continues to import ceramics into business with unemployment or poverty in this country
this country. When the Ladi Kwali comes back to life all because God has been too generous to us.
these appendages and peripheral efforts that went down
with the collapse of the centre will be resurrected. That is What is the commercial potential of the Pottery
the challenge God wants to use me, the ministry and industry?
MinDiver through the World Bank to achieve. What these This is not far fetched. If we spend half of what we spent
institutions are about to do through Ladi Kwali is not for on import in the year 2015 to develop the sector the story
the industry alone but for the benefit of the sub-region. would have been different, half of $600million is
You will discover that from one single raw material it's $300million. Even if it is that half you invest in this sector,
possible to produce bricks, floor tiles, wall tiles, electrical we have no business importing any table waste ceramic
insulators, sanitary wear, hotel wear, refractive bricks for products in this country. If the Federal Government means
kilns and furnaces. It is possible to even do military business and says from today, all the ministries that drink
hardware. Are you aware that the bullet proof vest is a tea from foreign cups should put those foreign cups aside
ceramic product? The spark plugs are made of ceramics; and patronise Dajo Pottery, instantly, without having to
borrow from banks, the first order I will get be rest assured
the brake shoes are ceramics.
that we will employ not less than a hundred additional
Can we produce all these from the Ladi Kwali staff. So, within one year they will see a remarkable
change. Supposing we start Ladi Kwali now and get
franchise?
All can come from these raw materials domiciled in patronage from government, the benefit will start from the
Nigeria in the ceramic sector. So if you start Ladi Kwali head and radiate to all the states and down to local
and the other ones also spring back to life, it means the governments. Patronage here is key and we have no time
non-oil sector will overtake the oil sector in revenue to waste. Nigeria has appended her signature on the
generation and the quantum of jobs you will create will be African Continental Free Trade Agreement and we must
phenomenal. So, Ladi Kwali will not just be Ladi Kwali in get our local industries to compete in the new economic
name but in substance. But to drive this will require environment. If we don't encourage our entrepreneurs,
sincerity of purpose. I remember when Bill Clinton even Ghana here will eclipse us with products and we will
visited Nigeria, we took him to the Ushafa Pottery that be choked. Nigerians have a taste for foreign products. So,
we must begin to act.

10

MinDiver

October, 2019

INTERVIEW

Nigeria has prospects for
world class mines
Michael Stanley, is the Task Team Leader in the World Bank at Washington DC. He is one of the Leads for Extractive Industry
in Nigeria who about four years ago was part of the team that helped design the MinDiver project. In this interview with
MinDiver News, he speaks on his visit to Nigeria, the Ministry of Mines and Steel Development, the new Ladi Kwali Pottery
Centre in Suleja and other issues. Excerpts.
Your first point of visit was the Ladi
Kwali Pottery Centre in Suleja,
Niger State, how important is the
centre to the Bank?
I think it is because Ladi
Kwali is an example of an opportunity
where we can satisfy several
objectives of the project. One is to
create local economic diversification.
So, the manufacturing and production
of Ladi Kwali Pottery will actually
help to diversify the local economy.
Secondly, it avails an opportunity in
training young people in skill that
they probably didn't have before. This
way we are helping to give them jobs
and creating employment
opportunities. And thirdly, it also
allows us to connect our activities on
ensuring good environmental and
socio-production minerals and the
value chain in taking all those
minerals all the way through to where
they actually can be produced into
something. And fourthly, Ladi Kwali
is an example of a unique brand that
should be revived and sustained.
Nigeria imports a lot of finished
goods and raw minerals that Nigeria
has domestically that can substitute
one for the other. If you can produce
table wear, then you can substitute. If
it's not high in the market, then you
can produce and substitute for some
of the minerals and some of the
products in your country.
Can you tell us why the Bank
remains committed to Nigeria even
though there are no world class
mines yet in the country?
Nigeria has prospects of
offering prospective for world class
mines where a small domestic mine

Michael Stanley, Task Team Leader

industry with smaller mines well run
and efficient can have just as much
economic impact and contribute to
the economy overall as much as one
big world class mines. So, it is very
important to look at something
smaller to scale up mining in the
country, which can also be financed
domestically.
During the Mining Week, at
MinDiver's presentation, one of the
questions from the operators was
centred on the misconceptions
concerning Proof of Concept.
Could you shed more light on why
the process has become
complicated?
We probably can view that
session as a consultation with the
industry and accept the feedback they
have given us. And one of the
comments you heard strongly was
that they just want more update on
information. Communication is great
to all. It's a good process but we can
improve upon that and we just need to
communicate with them more so that
they don't have to wait for Nigerian
Mining Week to get updated.
Are there similar projects and
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countries that have gone through
same journey as Nigeria in terms of
support from the Bank and
probably if we are doing well as a
country or not?
The Bank has been involved
in similar projects in countries like
Zambia, Ghana, Sierra-Leone,
Liberia, Tanzania etc on similar
model. We focus on policy
formulations, building regulating
institutions and individuals and then
we support transparency to the
extractive initiative. So, I think that
Nigeria is on the right track. What is
unique to Nigeria is that, there's a
domestic market here for investors
and so you don't have to go to London
or Melbourne to sell the products of
these small scale miners. And so,
there is a lot of the solution base lines
in Nigeria, which is a plus for the
country. So, that's a competitive
advantage for Nigeria. One of the
challenges we face here we face
everywhere except you do a lot of
mining activities today that is
unlicensed and so we have to find
ways to have technology transfer to
those operators, have them improve
the way they are doing things in terms
of efficiency, in relation to
environmental procedures and social
order and then get them licenced. So
that the state is benefiting from it
directly and indirectly so as to
contribute in terms of success to
growth and other factors.
With a lot of countries around
sub-Saharan Africa. We probably
have offered assistances in 20
countries over the last 5 to 10 years
and the design of MinDiver is fairly
consistent with many of those other
projects in Zambia, Ghana, SierraLeone, Liberia, Tanzania etc.
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Through the MinDiver project the
Bank has been able to assemble a
small office as a work station for
ASM activities which you visited,
can you share your thoughts on this
development?
It is a good example of all of
the technology which is available
today to address problems that dates
back to even 10 to 15 years ago that
we didn't have the technology to do
then. We now can build a base line on
where there are mining activities
underground and that is viable
information and starting point for
field prospectors. So that they can
understand what is happening at these
operations and we can then bring in
satellite imageries through time to see
changes. So, the MinDiver is taking
advantage of all of these technologies.
I think we also talked about drones in
relation to when and how we can start
to deploy drones because they are
relatively expensive today. So, the
question is at what point do we move
to that. So, if we want mining to be a
driver of the diversification plan from
gas and oil, we need to have a licence
inventory of mines and understand
where the resource potentials are not
just on small scale mining but on big
scale for something in the future so

INTERVIEW

that we can use that as an indicator to
gather resource potentials.
Can you tell us about the impact the
Bank has on Nigeria's National
Economic Diversification activities,
policy, programmes or agenda?
It's the ministry's MinDiver
project not the Bank's, but supported
by the Bank. We had a good
conversation with the minister who
wants to see mining as a driver not just
in mining but to reach other goals. So,
in addition to the impacts, in terms of
jobs through mining and economic
growth and other things we want to
focus on where a mine in a region if
infrastructure is made available can
result to a more robust commercial
operation or make it a commercial
operation that can also have impact on
regional economies of communities
and the people. This project will be
very impactful in two spaces. We will
have a more efficient and robust
mining industry and also starting to
work out this corridors of
development and make sure that
infrastructural development satisfies
the mining industry of the region.
How satisfied is the minister with
the MinDiver Project from your
interaction with him?
He was very excited. I think
he is excited about the project. He
really has taken a deep interest in the

project. He said he is going to
continue to have deep interest in the
project and he is the kind of minister
we want in other countries where we
have similar projects. We had an open
and honest dialogue with him. And
we have acknowledged that we are
approaching the midpoint of the
project. It is time to evaluate where
we have succeeded in the project and
where we need to make some changes
and he is going to play a very
instrumental part in that process. I
think we are really happy and I'm very
excited to work with him. I think he is
very excited to work with the
MinDiver team.
We are approaching the midterm
season at the Bank, what are the
expectations?
I think we really want to look
at what has been achieved,
particularly in relation to the target
that we set up operationally on the
project; what has been done and that
which has not been achieved. How
can we move forward in the next two
and half years to ensure that all of our
targets are met? And ultimately,
ensuring that the project development
objective is met.

Cont’d from pg.4

VISION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF MINING INDUSTRY IN NIGERIA
18.
My Ministry is aware of the
importance of managing reputational
risk associated with mining
investments. We have established the
Special Mines Taskforce team
comprising the Police, Civil Defense
and the Army as the need arises. We
want to ensure investors safety and
confidence as they embark on mining
operations in Nigeria. We shall
strengthen this unit further to ensure
that it delivers on its mandate.
19.
The importance of people in
the mining industry cannot be over
emphasized. Human and institutional
capacity building remain the
cornerstone of the Ministry. We want to

ensure that when you come, you have
adequate capacity within the country to
carry out your exploration work or
operate the mines. The mining
institutions are currently being reequipped and the ministry staff are
being trained to perform their
regulatory functions more efficiently
and professionally.
20.
We are also aware of the
complexities associated with mining
globally. Therefore, Nigeria as an
emerging mining nation is poised to
adopt best practices from major mining
jurisdictions to address issues affecting
the industry such as formalization of
informal miners. We are always willing
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to engage with stakeholders for the
benefit of all. My ministry will
therefore strengthen the National
Council of Mining and Mineral
Resources Development as a platform
for robust discussions of all
stakeholders in moving the sector
forward.
Finally, I must appeal to all
stakeholders to maintain very high
standards of integrity in carrying out
mining activities. You must shun
corruption, false disclosure of minerals
produced and exported. The growth
and development of this sector should
be our collective goal.
Thank you.
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MMSD to Upgrade National Geoscience Research Laboratories

T

he Ministry of Mines and Steel
Development under the World Bank
assisted MinDiver Project is to embark
on a comprehensive upgrade of the National
Geosciences Research Laboratories (NGRL),
Kaduna. The NGRL is one of the four Centers
of the Nigerian Geological Survey Agency
(NGSA). The agency has the mandate to
provide credible analytical support services in
the areas of geochemical analyses of natural
earth and processed geological and
environmental materials, physical separation
of minerals, rock pulverization/packaging,
mineral phase analysis, image analyses and
other physical property testing for the mining
and mineral industry within and outside
Nigeria.
The Permanent Secretary, Dr Abdulkadir Mu'azu, middle, with members of the
The center is being patronized by all Nigerian
delegation in a group photograph with their host at the Core Laboratory.
stakeholders in the mining and mineral sector,
but more recently, NGRL faces a number of challenges as NGSA laboratory to the level we want.' According to him,
a result of, lack of accreditation and certification, for Nigeria to be regarded as a mining destination, there is
dilapidated infrastructure, lack of routine maintenance of the need to upgrade her laboratories. 'There is every need
analytical equipment, lack of other complimentary to upgrade the NGSA lab to the level of our desire so as to
analytical equipment/techniques, breakdown of a number aspire to become a mining destination. For Nigeria to be
of the analytical and laboratory equipment, low regarded as a mining destination, we need to advance our
motivation of laboratory staff, inadequate training laboratories, procure quality equipment and sponsor our
opportunities for knowledge update and other operational staff for quality training.' He noted.
The move became expedient if NGSA must deliver
problems.
It is against this background that MMSD has commenced on its mandate to provide for the mining sector in Nigeria
the process to upgrade the facilities of the laboratory to relevant and up-to-date geosciences information
necessary for economic development. This scientific task
acheive ISO 17025 certification/accreditation.
can
only be accomplished through a systematic process of
As part of the process to achieve this goal, the
data
gathering, collation, assessment and dissemination
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Mines and Steel
Development, Dr.Abdulkadir Mu'azu, led a strong which cannot be delivered by the level of facilities
delegation to visit some notable geoscience laboratories, currently at the laboratory.
Others on the delegation are, Director Mines
in Perth, Australia last month.
Inspectorate,
Mr Frank Odoom, Nigerian High
The visit was also used to foster relationship
Commissioner
and Ambassador to Australia, Amb
between the two countries in the area of capacity building
Husseini
Bello
Kazaure.
and strengthening of human and infrastructural
Institutions visited in Australia are, the Centre for
development.
The Director General, Nigeria Geological Survey Microscopy, Characterisation and Analysis (CMCA),
Agency (NGSA), Dr Abdulrazaq Garba, who was part of University of Western Australia, ChemCentre, Curtin
the trip revealed that under the existing bilateral University, John de Laeter Centre; Austarlia Resources
relationship between Nigeria and Australia, key relevant Research Centre (CSIRO), GSWA Laboratory and
institutions were identified to support the ministry to Carlisle Geological Survey of Western Australia
achieve its objectives in the upgrade of facilities. He said Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety.
The objective of the project is to upgrade NGRL and
geology must have a solid foundation to guarantee impact.
'Anything we need to do achieve our objectives we have to get the center accredited and certified to international
do. Any support available to help us achieve this is standards in order to render needs-driven services to the
welcome. Our visit to John De Laeter Centre, Curtin mining sector and to develop a framework that will gauge
University Australia provided us with opportunity for quality and relevance in accordance with international best
collaboration and mentorship because we need to take the practices.
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FG eyes quick win in Nigeria, South Africa partnership on
Solid Minerals Development

T

he Minister of Mines and Steel
Development, Arc.
Olamilekan Adegbite is
optimistic that recent Federal
Government partnership on
development of minerals, mining and
oil with the South African government
will bring about quick wins for the
mining industry in Nigeria.
The minister who was part of
Federal Government's delegation to
South Africa on cooperation for the
development of the extractive industry
revealed to newsmen after a
ministerial session that the trip
expected to boost the minerals sector
between both nations was timely. He
said mutually beneficial and proactive
steps have been agreed by both
countries in a way that will provide
opportunities for the two countries to
open discussion on cooperation on
different sectors, particularly in the
Mines and Steel industry.
Adegbite further disclosed that
both countries have seen the need to
work together to develop the sectors
for mutual benefits, saying: “South
Africa just discovered crude oil and
needs our experience in terms of
petroleum exploration, especially in
offshore, and as they are very
advanced in mining, we are learning
from them to avoid the pitfalls that
they experienced. We need to
understand the steps they are taking
especially in terms of environmental
degradation and on how mining can be
properly done without salvaging the
environment. It is really a symbiotic
relationship.”
Nigeria and South Africa in
October, 1999 had established a BiNational Commission (BNC) called
Nigeria-South Africa Bi-National
Commission (NSABNC) as a
mechanism for a sustaining bi-lateral
High-level dialogue to promote and
increase cooperation in diplomatic,
economic, security and other areas of
mutual interests.

Arc. Olamilekan Adegbite
Minister of Mines and Steel Development

The economic partnership
agreement reached at the just
concluded 9th session of the NigeriaSouth Africa Bi-National
Commission (NSABNC) in South
Africa is one that is expected to yield
immense socio-economic benefits to
both nations. The agreement as
catalyst to leverage on a quick win for
the Nigeria's mining industry has 8 out
of the 9 areas focused on in the
agreement bordering on solid
minerals development in a way. Both
countries agreed to cooperate and
collaborate on solid minerals,
agriculture, human capital
development among others.
This agreement is an offshoot of
the ratification of proposals by senior
officials of both countries at a meeting
earlier held from September 26 to 27,
2019 by a ministerial team of both
countries prior to the commencement
of the Bi-National Commission
session held with the Presidents of
both countries in attendance between
October 2 and 4, 2019 in South Africa.
According to a statement, the
meetin was co-chaired by the South
African Minister of International
Relations and Cooperation, Dr Naledi
Pandor, and the Nigerian Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Godfrey Onyeama.
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Members of the team included
Ministers of Mines and Steel
Development, Interior, Police Affairs,
Trade and Investment as well as
Defence and their counterparts from
South Africa.
The nine areas of cooperation
proposed by the senior government
officials of both countries and
approved by the ministerial team
include: mineral beneficiation and
processing; minerals and metals value
addition; advancement of geoscientific knowledge generation;
regulatory framework and policy and
investment promotion.
Others are joint study tour on
Artisanal and Small Scale Mining
(ASM) activities; Contribution to
Energy Security; Capacity Building;
as well as Contribution to Agriculture
and Food Security.
Both countries share areas of
common interest in the mining
industry. South Africa's mining
industry has been one of the country's
most influential sector of the economy
for over a century, while Nigeria is
hoping to move beyond its oil
narrative by resuscitating and
diversifying its economy using the
mining industry. Mining in South
Africa was once the main driving
force behind the history and
development of Africa's most
advanced and richest economy.
In the case of Nigeria, organised
mining started in 1903, in rudimentary
stage.
Considering South Africa's
experience garnered over a long time
and its management of its abundant
riches gotten from solid minerals
deposits, it is expected that Nigeria's
mining sector stands to benefit from
this new partnership in the areas of
knowledge utilisation and technical
assistance. More so, the government
of Nigeria is keen on diversifying the
economy through the minerals sector.
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World Bank Team Visits Gemological Institute, Abuja Chambers

W

tells you the type of passion we
orld Bank team led by
have and share for this industry.
the Operations
We are privileged to have
Officer, Oil, Gas and
Prince Kayode Adetokunbo
Mining, Energy and Extractives;
(SAN), a former minister of
Noora Arfaa, on an official visit to
Labour,
Defence, Tourism and
Nigeria and the Ministry of Mines
a
former
Attorney General and
and Steel Development, has
Minister
of Justice for the
described the collaboration
Federation
as one of us. We are
between MinDiver and the Abuja
lucky to be associated with him.
Chamber of Commerce and
We have been eyeing ACCL
Industry, Gemological Institute of
facility because they have a vast
Nigeria (GIN), as an innovative
expanse of land which provides
partnership in Nigeria's mining,
a tremendous opportunity for
minerals, jewellery and
the gemstone and jewellery
gemstones industry.
2nd Left, Technical Adviser, Mineral Sector Support for Economic
market even in this location. So,
Arfaa, who visited the L-R:Diversification
(MinDiver Project), John Eyre; President, Abuja
when
the jewellery initiative
premises of the Abuja
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Prince Adetokumbo Kayode,
Operations
Officer,
Oil
Gas
Energy
and
Extractives,
The
Bank,
came
up
we did not think twice
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Tr a d e a n d
Noora Arfaa; President, Gemological Institute of Nigeria (GIN)
to
come
here and meet those
Convention Centre and Abuja Prof. Adesugba; Project Coordinator, MinDiver Project, Mr. Linus Adie
During
a
working
visit
of
the
MinDiver
Team
to
the
who know it all as pacesetters
Chamber of Commerce and
GIN Training Facility in Abuja
and so far we have had a
Industry where the ministry's
jewellery and gemstone work centre is to be situated, was wonderful relationship. We have not started the training
taken round the facility by Project Coordinator, MinDiver, programme but we are looking forward to doing so as soon
Mr Linus Adie and President GIN, Professor Adesoji as possible.”
He revealed that a renowned international jewellery
Adesugba.
Prince Adetokunbo Kayode, President Abuja consultant, Jean Claude, who is very vast in the industry and
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, who received the team has credible experience of working in Nigeria years back is
discussing with the ministry on the development of the
said the Chamber is proud to collaborate with MinDiver.
“I am very passionate about skill acquisition and project.
development which is why we are very proud working with
“We are working with him on the project because he
MinDiver and the ministry in skills acquisition. At Abuja has done some work for us and understands what we are
Chamber of Industry Mining and Agriculture we are very doing. With the necessary approval we are hoping to get him
much familiar with government's policy to take mining on ground latest early next year because he has the passion
much more seriously as well as the value chain that are to work in our country. He has done the necessary baseline
inherent in the sector. We support the passion in the ministry study which unveiled the true opportunities for gemstone
to revitalise the sector. We don't expect the government to mining and marketing in Nigeria and drew up the first policy
do everything. We consider ourselves as partners with document we submitted to government in the first project.
government to provide the appropriate platform for mining He is well known in this field and was one-time vice
to thrive in the country.”
president of ICA.”
He said the Chamber has a lab that focuses on skills
The President Gemological Institute of Nigeria,
acquisition to broaden the horizon in gemstones and (GIN), Professor Adesoji Adesugba, explained that the
jewellery industry. “We have a small lapidary laboratory institute have so far trained eight persons in gemstone skill
which focuses on improving skills for cutting and polishing acquisition in Abuja and noted that there are plans to hold
but we want to work on a larger platform and provide more similar training sessions in the six geopolitical zones of the
opportunities to those in the jewellery industry.”
country.
Project Coordinator, MinDiver, Linus Adie said the
He revealed that the Gemstones Miners and
ministry and the entire project is passionate about Marketers Association of Nigeria has 550 members
developing both the jewellery and gemstones industry nationwide and organised into various zones controlled by
which explains why there is a work station at the facility put the six zonal coordinators so as to give the Bank easy access
in place by the ministry.
for the verification of members.
“Our Task Team Leader had talked extensively
“We are looking forward to working with the
about his experiences in gemstones in Madagascar which ministry, MinDiver and the World Bank,” he said.
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Nigeria set for mining revolution
– Dr. Ogah

W

ith Over 45 minerals capable of turning around
the financial and economic fortunes of the
nation, Minister of State, Mines and Steel
Development, Dr. Uchechukwu Sampson Ogah, says a
mining revolution is about to happen in the industry.
He said this at a dinner organised by the ministry in
honour of World Bank's representative, Michael Stanley,
who was in the country on official visit.
According to the minister, as the world faces a
fourth revolution, Nigeria with over 45 minerals is at a
vantage position to become one of the world's top
industrial hubs.
He said already the ministry has commenced the
process of derisking the sector in order to attract investors
into the industry and that the creation of artisanal miners
into cooperatives so as to fund them is a catalyst to
enhance their contributions to the sector.“I want to begin
by saying that the ministry is fortunate to have two

ministers with excellent
background from the
private sector at a time the
world is facing the fourth
revolution in the minerals
sector.
“What remains now
is for us to focus on the
development of the
strategic mineral
resources. With the efforts
being made, Nigeria will
become not only the giant
of Africa but a major Dr. Uchechukwu Sampson Ogah
Minister of State, Mines and Steel Development
player in the world.
We are already creating a conducive and reliable
mineral buying centres and would want interested
investors to know that our doors are open.' He said.

...2019 Mining Week will promote investment

M

inister of State Mines and Steel Development,
Dr. Uchechukwu
Sampson Ogah, has
described the fourth edition of the Nigeria
Mining Week as a successful outing for the ministry.
He said the event presented a unique opportunity for
business matchmaking and unlocking of potentials in the
industry.
According to him, the ministry plans to grow the
event into a big international mining fare in the class of
Africa Downunder Mining Conference in Perth,
Australia, PDAC in Canada or Mining Indaba in South
Africa.
“I'm quite pleased with the turn out for the event. As
I envisaged during the opening ceremony, we have
indeed at the end of the fourth mining week, arrived at a
point where great issues have been discussed. I'm happy
that there is a communique which shows that the event
was a successful one.”
He said the involvement of women in the mining
industry has been very impressive.
“One thing I can say is that I see the impact of
women in mining, I sat and followed discussions from the
panelists, and I am reassured that greater things will
happen in the mining sector.
“I know that some of you will be expecting many
good things. Let me tell you one of the good things that
has happened. There's a company called C-link which has

been coming to us for partnership and I can tell you as a
result of that partnership, the Federal Executive Council
has approved their business plan for inland water ways.
This is because the president wants things to happen in a
different way, he wants creativity in every aspect of the
country's economic life.
A lot of things will happen as a result of the mining
week. From the point of the ministry, be assured that we
are ready to help you, guide and give you all the necessary
support to succeed. We are determined to see that in every
area we must ensure that you succeed.”

L-R: Governor of Nasarawa State, Engr. Abdullahi Sule, Minister of Mines
and Steel Development, Arc. Olamilekan Adegbite and Minister of State,
Dr. Uchechukwu Ogah at the Nigeria Mining Week

